To Parents and Adults at Home …

Your child’s class is starting a mathematics unit on multiplying and dividing whole numbers. 

Students will develop strategies for estimating products and quotients, and multiplying and dividing whole numbers. 

Throughout the unit, they learn when estimation and mental math strategies are appropriate and effective.

In this unit, your child will:

· Recall basic multiplication and division facts.

· Use different strategies to estimate products and quotients.

· Multiply and divide numbers mentally.

· Multiply a 2-digit number by a 2-digit number.

· Divide a 3-digit number by a 1-digit number.

· Pose and solve problems using whole numbers.

· Solve problems with more than one step.

Students are encouraged to use a variety of different strategies to multiply and divide whole numbers. Calculating with number sense means that children look at the numbers and operations involved, and choose the strategy that is most efficient. You may want to ask your child to show you some of the different strategies he or she uses.

Here is a suggestion for a game you can play at home:

Duelling Products

· Remove the jokers and face cards from a deck of playing cards.
Use aces as 1 and tens as 0. 
Shuffle the cards and divide them equally between you.

· Each player turns over 2 cards and multiplies the numbers.
The player with the greater product takes all the cards.

· If both players get the same product, leave the cards on the table.
The winner of the next round takes all the cards.

The winner is the player with more cards after all the cards have been turned over.

